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NONDISCRIMINATION, EQUAL OPPORTUNITY, AND DIVERSITY
INITIATIVES

This policy affirms the commitment by the Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary
Science (PIMS) to nondiscrimination, equal opportunity, and the pursuit of
diversity. PIMS does not discriminate on the basis of:
race, color, sex, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, religion,
nati onal and ethnic origin, age (40 ye¢€
marital status, or disability in administration of its educational policies and
programs, activities with resp ect to employment, admission, scholarship
and loan programs, and other school - administered events.

The policy is in accord with local, state, and federal laws including Title VI of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX
of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973, the Amer icans with Disabilities Act, Age Discrimination of 1975,
and the Pittsburgh Human Relations Act . Inquiries regarding any of the
previous regulations and policies, as well as complaints regarding such
regulations and policies, should be referred to the PIMS
President/CEO/ Program Director, Dr. Barry T. Lease phone number 412 -
362 -8500 x106 or sent via email to blease@pims.edu

Inquiries specifically regarding Title IX and the Title IX regulations should
be referred to the person designated as the PIMS Title IX Coordinator,

Jenett Moyer. Ms. Moyer may be reached at jmoyer@pims.edu , 412 -362 -
8500 x 105, Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science, Inc., 5808 Baum

Boulevard, Pittsburgh, PA 15206.
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MISSION OF PITTSBURGH INSTITUTE OF MORTUARY SCIENCE
Embracing such ideals as  diversity, integrity, and kindness , Pittsburgh
Institute of Mortuary Science (PIMS) provides a robust, yet ethical learning
environment in which all stakeholders are considered and students are
inspired to practice service excellence. By valuing such virtues and
emphasizing service , the family of faculty and administrative
professionals at PIMS are empowered to provide an educational experience
that epitomizes the need to respect the specific wishes of every bereaved
family served, while honoring the decedents entrusted to their
care. Whether it is on campus or online, the vision of the Pittsburgh
Institute is to alway s provide an educational experience that helps to shape
the future of the global death care community, while addressing the
pragmatic business needs of individual funeral homes to continue
compassionately serving their publics at large.

PIMS STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY AND PURPOSE
The Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science (PIMS) offers an extensive
program designed to prepare students for the many challenges they will
encounter as funeral service professionals. The diversified curriculum
continually evolves to address the changin g needs and expectations
associated with contemporary funeral services.

PIMS continues to provide thorough training in the mortuary arts and
sciences. This training includes a theoretical understanding as well as
personalized practical instruction by licensed funeral directors and
embalmers. The school not only utilizes the fa cilities in its own building but
also works in cooperation with numerous regional funeral homes, the
Center for Organ Recovery 0 the local organ procurement organization, the
Uni versity of Pittsburgh Medical Center,
Office to enhance the student's exposure to a wide range of applied
experiences.

The curriculum is also changing to reflect the current and future trends in
the funeral profession. There is an appreciation of the complexities
confronting today's funeral practitioner in such diverse areas as business
development including recruitment and management of human resources :
psychology, and counseling, as well as marketing and public relations . PIMS
students have access to industry experts and professional speakers
t hroughout the pr ogram; t hese désignedmkesp f r o



student s abreast of the different facets influencing the profession.

The faculty members exhibit a wide range of interests and come from
different backgrounds both within the funeral profession and within their
own areas of expertise. This allows for an individualized learning experience
whereby the student becomes acquaint ed with the skills required of the
funeral professional. The students are encouraged to actively participate in
this experience and are supported in this effort by the faculty and the
administration.

The Institute strives to provide relevant information on all topics
surrounding the death care profession, thereby allowing both students and
licensees to make informed choices about their career . In addition to
professional development, the Institute is keenly aware of the need to
promote diversity, equity, and inclusion, as well as a sense of social
consciousness ; such ideals synchronize with the growing responsibilities and
obligations of the funeral service professional. Ultimately, the Pittsburgh
Insti tute aspires to provide its graduates with the resources and the
confidence to represent funeral service as a well -rounded professional
caregiver focused on serving their community



Funeral Service Oath
| do solemnly swear by that which I hold most sacred:
That | shall be loyal to the Funeral Service Profession,
and just and generous to its members,
That | shall lead my life and practice my art in uprightness and honor;
That into whatsoever house | shall enter,
It shall be for the benefit and comfort of those bereaved,;
That | shall not let the constant relationship and familiarity with death
give me cause to yield to carelessness
or to violate my obligation to society or to the dignity of my profession;
That | shall abstain from every voluntary act of misconduct and corruption;
That I shall obey the Civil Laws;
That I shall not divulge professional confidences;
And that | shall be faithful to those who have placed their trust in me.
While | continue to keep this oath unviolated,
may it be granted to me to enjoy honor in my life and in my profession;
and may | be respected by all people for all time.




ACCREDITATION STATEMENT

Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science (PIMS) and the Embalmindrandral Directing Diploma
Program, the Specialized Technology Associate Degree Program, the Specialized Business Associate
Degree Program offered by PIMS are accredited by the American Board of Funeral Service Education
(ABFSE), 992 Mantua Pike, Suite 108podbury Heights, NJ 08097 (816) 23347. Web:

www.abfse.org

NATIONAL BOARD STATISTICS

National Board Examination pass rates, graduation rates, and employment rates for PIMS and other
ABFSE-accredited programs are availablevatw.abfse.orgn the Directory of Accredited Programs.
NBE pass rate information may also be founfdtgis://pims.edu/nationddoardexamstats/ School

pass rate is based brst-time test takers within one year of graduation.

Contact the program directly for information regarding success of Distance Education graduates.

LICENSED BY:
State Board of Private Licensed Schools, Pennsylvania Department of Edug@fi@guth Drive, Floor
3E, Harrisburg, PA 17120

APPROVED FOR:
1 Training of veterans
1 Online programs vidlC-SARA (National Council for State Authorization Reciprocity
Agreemeny

MEMBER OF:

1 Allegheny County Funerdirectors Association

9 American Board of Funer&8ervice Education, Inc.

71 College and University Professional Association for Human

Resources Cremation Association of North America, Inc.

1 International Conference of Funeral Service Examining Boards of
the United States, Inc.
International Cemetery, Cremation and Funeral Association, Inc.
International Memorialization Supply Association
National Association of College Admission Counselors
National Association of Colleges of Mortuary Scieroe,
Pennsylvania Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators
Pennsylvania Funeral Directors Association

E
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This Bulletin contains policies, facts, and requirements that were correct at the time of publication. The goverr
personnel of the Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science reserve the right and authority to alter any and/or all
the statements cont&d herein at any time.

In keeping with the educational mission of the Pittsburgh Institute, the educational and financial policies and
procedures are continually changing. Consequently, this document cannot be considered binding and must b
used solely as a general informatiogaide.

PITTSBURGH INSTITUTE OF MORTUARY SCIENCE
www.pims.edu

A Non-Profit Educational Institution incorporated under the Laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,
Founded 1939
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5808 Baum Boulevard
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15206
Telephone: (412) 3628500
Fax: (412) 3621684
Email: info@pims.edu

The offices of the Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science are open Monday through FridégGom
A.M. 1o 415P.M.
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OVERVIEW
The Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science, Inc. (PIMS) is aprofit, taxexempt, possecondary institution
that, since 1939, provides a funeral service education to an international student population. The motto of the

— Pittsburgh Institute since
ALMA MATER & Servitium,0 translated to 0
GuFirrdgi:nfof;foou“rr&?;isny is embodied in the school 6s
Chapel for our Dreams These guiding principles also reflect the limitless potential
SCIENTIA, SOLLERTIA, SERVITIUM for the future at PIMS..With both campbased and: as of
= = 2001, distance education classes, Pittsburgh Institute of
and Service, this is recognition of countless Mortuary Science offes flexible and adaptable learning
S o e G Al o environmentswhich evolve with the changing market
e TR L O demands and technologies used in education, while
and exceflence at the Tilsbureh et maintaining the focus of preparing students for a successful
lorman G. Heard, President, Alumni Association andprofessiona| career in funeral service.

<mory S. James, Ph.D., President, Board of Directo
ugene C. Ogrodnik, Dean

Dedxcaled September 16 1989

THE LOCATION
Knownash e A Ci ty Rittsbuighisnd preer theé"smoky city" of years ago. Through its
"Renaissance" development, Pittsburgh has emerged as one of the most livable cities in the nation. The "nev
Pittsburgh" consists of thriving businesses, expanding universitidsiumerous teaching hospitals.

Like its city, the Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science (PIMS) has undergone a "Renaissances'Btsitsd
in theShadyside area of Pittsburgh. This developing aneehign culture, historyand sociahctivities.




PIMS is within several minutes of the heart of the downtown areaasah
array of unique activities. The Pittsburgh Ballet Theater, the Pittsburgh
Symphony performing at the Heinz Hall for Performing Artsywa$l as
numerous theatrical offerings are excellent opportunities for those cultura
attuned. For the sports enthusiast, Pittsburgh is unparalleled. No matter tj
season, opportunities abouasl Pittsburgh is home to the 5X Stanley Cup
Champion Penguins, 6X Super Bowl Champion Steedsrsjell as the
Piratesnvh o pl ay at one of Amer i.¢Fa@a éoegegpodsafane asrtumbderal | par
of local universities and colleges host a plethora of spesteasthat playthroughout the year.

Pittsburghis fast becoming known for its eclectic array of restaurants, gastropubs, microbreweries, and other
dining spots sure to appease the tastes of any i
food and drink destinationddditionally, avariety ofentertainmenévents opefreely to the general public

include: the Three Rivers Arts Festival, the nearby Shadyside Arts Festival, Pittsburgh@&®G Aquarium
Aviary, Phipps Conservatory, the Carneljieseum,and others.

The many opprunities available in the Pittsburgh community provide an excellent atmosphere for engenderir
versatile learning experience.

FACILITIES
ThePIMS campus includes the main building and a fully operational clinical embalming/decedent care center
commuter campus, the Institute provides spacious lots for studesafThe main building is historicfive-story
structure with over 20,000 square feet.

Upon entering the building,
Center. o This comfortabl e me
modern, urbatoft feel that is consistent with our city campus. -
rest of thefirst floor includes offices for faculty, staff, and
administration.

Moving up to thesecond flooit featureswo classrooms, a libran
a break room for students, and a modern funeral service
merchandise room allowing students to simulate making servi
arrangements and details with client famili@sits commitment tc
DEl initiatives, the second floor provides for two Aoinary

restrooms.

The third floor is home to the Alumni Center where specia
events, guest speakers, and continuing education progra
are offered at various times thrawautthe school yea

fully functional kitchen and dining area, staffed by Signat
Servings, the exclusive caterer for the schalbbws for ,
food service, entertainment, and refreshments at all events



The fourth floor is somethingnique and
exclusive to PIM$

The newest additiorotthis flooris the
beautifully appointed Student Lounge
dedicated in honor of
legacy as the Dean of Faculty and Students at
: PIMS for many years. The new structure
g umm/( similar to the Welcome Centembraced the
T | ' Abig cityo feel of ou
_ ‘ gl B fiur bamoflfode house fee
<o ‘ p comfort, entertainment, and technological
amenities for the student body. This new
addition iscourtesy ofa generous grant from
Schoedinger Funeral Services in Columbus,
Ohio; we are thankful to the Schoedinger
family for their benevolence in support of
funeral service education.

The fourth floor is also home tatlae PIMSRestorative Ar{RA) laboratorywhich enables Residency
experience like no other in funeral service education. In fact, exclusive to PIMS, are synthetic traumatically ol
pat hologically damaged heads AKA API MS Headzoso

These brananarked models were carefully crafted by a Hollywood special effects artist with the feel of
Afembal medntibeueéab, the | atest restorative fAtool
to simulate the challenges of a major restoration event.

To further authenticate this unique experience, the PIMS RA team of instructors created and fused together t
Abones of t he emadesyatheticumaterialsvthat thuly fieed like human bdhe idea of offering

these Acranial capso to PI MS students in RA | ab
reconstruction and restoration. Making the decedent care simulation experience complete, the Institute purct
an authentic20bl. mannequin used in fire and rescue inst

10



simulate a decedent transfer, including best practices for the physical transfer as weltak ¢wosinseling and
comforting the emotional needs of the bereaved 0

While part of the fourth floor and the entire fifth floor remain undeveloped, alternative disposition trends provi
ideas for the future use of this space.

The fully operational embalming and decedent care cel
is adjacent to the main building and features chemicals
and supplies from the leading manufacturers of such
items. With a patient lift device that can move up to 10(
Ibs., a ventilation system withir exchanges well beyond
the standard limit, and, of course, full application of == =
personal protective equipment, PIMS students safely g\'%
real time embalming experience. PIMS students (unde ”ﬂ
direct supervision of a licensed embalmer funeral direc;
areentrusted to care for more than 500 decedents per
year; with the large case volume, PIMS students are hes
to some of the most rigorous standards and requiremeiy
for clinical applications in funeral service education.
Simply put, we believe the experiesddat PIMS
students gain at our physical campus (whether enrollecs -
the distance or campus program) are second to motte Spring of 2024PIMS completedan major renovation on
the decedent care center with every aspect of the facility being upgraded including: new floors, ceilings, stain
walls, embalming tables, embalming machiregh-intensitylighting, aspiration booster system and of course, st
of the art ventilation deploying fAclean roomo te
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